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VICTORIA. Mrs. Lyndon Johnson 

WING General McHugh 
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WARRIOR Sir. Kilduff ‘ , 

WINNER Mr. Hatcher 
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TIGER . Colonel Swindall 



RADIO TRAFFIC - November- 22, 1963 

WAYSIDE: Giya me ail available information' on President. 

SIT. ROOM: All inf^rmar-'or. on President follows: "P-esident John F. 
Kennedy and Governor Connaily of Texas have been hit in the car in s 
which they were riding. We do not know how serious the situation is\ 

W e have no information. Mr. Bromley Smith is back here in the Situation 
Room now. We are getting our information over the tickers. " 

WAYSIDE: That is affirmative. Please listen hard — this plane on 
Avhich 'Secretary of State Rusk and other Cabinet members headed for 
Japan is turning around and returning to Honolulu Will arrive there . . 
in approximately 2 hours. • ... *f v .-j 

SIT ROOM: Understand. Those departing Honolulu are turning around 
will be back there in 2 hours. Is that correct? 

WAYSIDE: That is affirmative. Will read all information and 'decide 
whether some of party should go directly to Dallas. ,. | [. * 1 

SIT. ROOM: Do you wish information as to' whether some of members of ‘-c 
that party should go to'Dallas? : '■ 

■- ; ' j.J ■ . ii. f y 

WAYSIDE: That is affirmative. . - .. " M j;. ■ j: ; ■•. : 

SIT. ROOM: Do you have anything else? ' is .. i . 

WAYSIDE: No. Any other information, -please get ahold as quickly as 
possible. • • 

‘ SIT. ROOM: The AP,is coming put now to the effect that they .bali&ve . - , 
the President was hit in the head. That just came in. f ■ ■ . _ ■ . 

: WAYSIDE: Kit in the head? - ~ 

SIT ROOM: Roger, will pass on any additional information we get as 
soon as we hear it. '■ i , 

WAYSIDE: Will standby for your call. 


SIT. ROOM: Wayside, I read from the AP bulletin — ' "Kennedy apparently 
shot in head. He fell face down in back seat of his car. • Blood was on 
his head. ' Mrs. Kennedy cried, "Oh no, " and tried to hold up his head. 
Connaily remair.ed.half-seated, slumped to the left'..' There was blood on 
his face and forehead. The President and the Governor were rushed to 
Parkland Hospital near the Dallas Trade Mart where Kennedy was to have 
rnade a speech. " ■ ' • . : ! 


WAYSIDE: Heard that. i i 

SIT. ROOM:- Have nothing else ior you. Will contact when we have 
z ur Liicr’ iniormation. 


MURRAY JACKSON: (Speaking to aircraft returning from Japan) Colonel^ ! 
this is Murray Jackson. T’ne President of the United States has been shot ■ 
ur.d seriously wounded in Dallas, Texas. (Repeating) The President of the; 
United States, John F. Kennedy, has been shot and seriously wounded in 
Dallas, Texas. Governor Connally was also shot at the same time. Would 
you please get this message to Secretary of State Rusk and I will standby. 

SAM 86972: We have already received that news. We have! UPfjon. We • - ^ 
have turned around. We are returning to Hawaii. We are estimating 
Hawaii in 1 hour and 20 minutes. Will be on the ground in Hawaii in 1 hour 
and 20 minutes.- Will be returning to Washington or Dallas, Texas. We 
have one other aircraft alerted to take some of the party to Dallas and we ... 
will be returning to Washington. ' > ; . . 

MR, JACKSON: Thank you very much. Colonel. ’ I will relay this to Mr. 

Ball right away. ■' l .. 1 ’ ‘ j. 

SAM 36972:. The Secretary (Rusk) has talked to his office, in ..Washington, ; : 

I believe, and also Pierre Salinger has been in contact with, the White House • 
from the aircraft. • ' ' 

MR. JACKSON: Ok. Thank you very much. ■ • i 


STRANGER: Kiiduff asked that all Cabinet members return to Washington- • 
immediately. . ■ • 

WAYSIDE: We are heading for Honolulu. , i 

STRANGER: Will they notify us at time of arrival and location? ■■ _ "j ! 

WAYSIDE: Correct. Some are going to. Dallas. 


STRANGER: We do not have anything.firm down there as to the exact j 

status. I’ll get that information to Hawaii. i : ^ t i - ■ 

SIT. ROOM: Wayside, I'll read you latest bulletin. "President Kennedy’ ^ 
has been given blood transfusions today at Parkland Hospital in an effort j. • 
to save his life after he and Governor John C-onnally of Texas were shot , 
in an assasination attempt. " Over the TV we have the information that i 
the Governor has been moved to the operating room. The President is still 
in the emergency room at Parkland Hospital. Are you getting front coverage 
, or do you want us- to continue to relay it to you.- -j j . 




v/ AVSID2: Continue to relay. 


Si i . ROOM: New subject: We will have information for you on whether 
to proceed to Dallas by the time you land at Honolulu. . ‘ 


-*■* YSiD-c.: .. Also tell us whether Secremrv of State Ruc^< should also 
to. Dallas,. j ;■ ; 

SIC. ROOM: 'Will do. Get determination whether Secretary of State 
should also go to Dallas. 


SIT.. ROOM: Waysice, we have conflicting reports how so we'rie getting 
1 no confirmation. We will call you again. I have relayed your intentions 
and your present position to the front office. Your office has the word. 
We will call you again when we get confirmation. 


MURRAY JACKSON: I'd like a patch with SAM 86972^ . . 

OPERATOR: They are talking with the Situation Room; now. i . 

MR. JACKSQN: What we want to tell the plaj;e is that Under Secretary 
Ball requests that the Secretary and all the passengers return jto Wash- 
ington instead of going to Dallas. ' •. h. , , 

OPERATOR: They received that message. ■ 

MR. JACKSON: One other thing -- the Secretary is supposed to call Mr. 
Bail when he gets on the ground in Honolulu. ‘ ; i. ' 



OPZ: 
■ • ‘ 


Will r 




’ SIT. ROOM: (To SAM 88972) Relay following to Wayside: "We have : 
report quoting Mr. Kilduff in Dallas that the President is dead, that he 
died about 35 minutes ago." Do you have that? * . ; ' V 


SAM 88972: Is dead? ' 

SIT. ROOM: Correct. New subject: Pront office desires plade return 
. Washington,' no stop Dallas. 


SAM 86972: (Wayside) Would like to know the whereabouts of the Vice 
President. . ' 


SIT. ROOM: The Vice President is in the hospital building -- Parkland 
Hospital in Dallas. Ke is not injured. Repeat, nofrinjured. 






XELLSRMAX: Wo’rc at th 


c aii'port now. 


3SHX: Ck, go ahead. / 

XELLERMAX: We're waiting for the swearing-in before takeoff. 

32KN: That of Volunteer? 

KSL.LERMAN: We're waiting for Judge for swearing-in. • • ' 

r,nX . Tr.i., ,s ior Volunteer, xs that rxgnt? 

- ELLEEMAN: Yes, we're'having it done before we take off. . • 

3EHN: Do you have any idea what Lace wants to do and Voluriteer wants * ' 
to do upon arrival here? 

KSLLESMAN: No, I will call you back. We have a 2 hour 15 minute 
flight into Andrews. We have a full plane, about 40. •' ! • 

3SKN: Yes, go ahead. ‘ 

KELLER MAN: I'll have to call you back. Get a couple of men, rather i 
the Volunteer boys to go over his car and so forth.- We'll also need hers i . 
and several others. i 

3SKN: Let me know what Volunteer wants to do -- if they want to coma i 
in to Crown by helicopter ? . ’ j 



A? COMMAND POST: What is your estimated time ox departure? 


AP - 


, a few minutes. 


Ap COMMAND POST: Do you have any passengers aboard?. . ' > ■ 

AP-1: Full load, 40 plus. ' 

AF COMMAND POST: Is Mrs. Kennedy aboard? ' 

AF-1: Affirmative • ■ : 


SAM COMMAND POST: We have request from the Chief of Staff's office, 
is Mr. Johnson and Mr. Kennedy's body aboard? i ' 

AF-1: Affirmative on all of those questions. 

if' “ 

SAM COMMAND POST: Are you airborne? 

AF-1: Airborne at 2047Z. Estimated block time Andrews 2305Z. • 





td O 





-IFTOX: 


'-o:t6c:. 


URKLEY: Whu ar 


recent: 


jui-.c.oy a; urst tnought he was speaking to Eehn. ) 


have yon made? ( X believe here Dt. 


..-A.yX. h-ve made -.o arrangements so far, 'but T will follow 

r?:f 0a .'!f, t ' y0u jusl toid ~‘ s " >-ve an ambulance and a limousine 
*“ A “ < ‘ reW ° ar * aa Se»*ats in regards to the post-mortem studies. 

-a^;i, ^ laft arrangements have already been made. Here realizing 
...a. General neaton was on the line. } We will have to clear that before 
we can go mrther. * “ 




C^irTON: (To Eehn) This is Watchman. I understand that you have 
arranged tor an ambulance to take President Kennedy to Eethesda.' Is 
mis correct? , . “ 

3SHN: -It has bean arranged to helicopter the body to'Bethesda) ; i :' 

CLIFTON; Ok, if it isn't too dark. What about the First Lady? j;/ 

BiriN: jsyeryone else.wili be helicoptered into the South Grounds. \ ' • 

TC3N: Are you sure that the helicopter operation will work? We 
nave a very heavy casket. i ; 



ESI-IN: According to Witness, yes. 

Con ' t ta / ce a chance on that. Also have a mortuary-type 
«-mou.e.nce standby in case the helicopter doesn't work. 

affirmative. 


: \ 


, . 


V^-r iOX: Now, some other instructions: Listen carefully. We heed 
- u ramp put.at the front of the aircraft on the right.'haad side juit hshind 

. t “ ft piiOt s caoin in the galley. We are going to take the First Lady off 

cy tnat route. . ' . 

aZsZX: Understand. . ■ ■ . ■ ■ 

Cu ‘„ x °f : Also, . at the left rear -- at the rear of the aircraft where we 
usually dismount, we may need a fork-lift rather than a ramp. ' A. platform' 
■ .o waLc out- on and a fork-lift to put it on. The casket is in the rear ; - . 
compartment and because it is so heavy we should have a fork-lift there V 
to remove the. casket. If this is too awkward we can go alon<r with a • 

normal ramp and several men. • ° ■ ; 

Aifirmative. We will try for the fork-lift. - - - 

CLIFTON: XCtxt item. There is to be normal Press arrangements at 
.-.ncrews. They shvAd be in front of die aircraft because thafik' where 
-c U come on. ae is going to the White House by chopper. 


\ i Va« ! * .* 7 

* { ? i * • ' 

I 1 : - 


; * jO.r* 5 r:\ 

■ f ,r\U) } 

- i 



X: Coc'u..d t*ie eecretary of Defense and others be at Andrews on 

year arrival? ■-. j 

C-a.r - ■” ) X: No. I ana about to call the White House. President Johnson 
\ .... *.«vc r.c IV mte House Staff, the leadership of Congress and as 1 
■ * ’ — -V t. .e C-einat members available at the White House at 1830. :: 


n 21-IN: Affirmative. 


CLIFTON: Repeat that to me. 


o-aKN: Axi "ate leaders oi Congress, as many Cabinet members as possible ! 
at the White House at IS30. • ■ i 

CLIr i ON:. And ltey members' or the White House Staff, Sorensen, Sundy, etc. 

Hold for Kellerman. " ■’ ”• 7: ' 1 1 * tVn ... '. f 



: KELLERMAN: Have helicopter to transport President Johnson and party 
to the White House Lawn. 

3-e.HN: • Affirmative . Everyone will be chopper ed to the South Grounds. 

KS.LLERMAN: Have White House cars 102 and 405 for transportation’ to 
Hospital-. . I will join Hill 'and party at Navy Hospital. • ' . ; ; • 11 "• 

3EHN: You will accompany body aboard helicopter. . ' . .■ » 

KSLLiRMAN: Would you call Dr. John Walsh in Washington and advise 
him of our arrival? 


3EKN: Affirmative. Where does Lace want Dr. Walsh to meet her? 


KELLSS tg jjE&K: At the White House. 


{Note:) The next part of the tape is traffic between SAM COMMAj^POST 
and AF-1 advising them of weather conditions 1- tornadoes in AF-l's 
immediate flignt patn. I'm not putting in this traffic but I do have it in my 
draft if you want it. 


DAGGER: Messages from Volunteer relative activities tonight. You are 
aware w$ will go to White House for meeting. 


3EHN: Affirmative. /, / 

DAGGER: Volunteer will reside at Valley for an indefinite -time. : Venus 
v/ill go to Valley with agent. Boring will go to Valley after, first going to 
Crow:,. ■ - 


i ! V M ”:' 
.' i. : • ' 


.•-••/'.h'Yj 



• " SV *^- i ?" : . i .‘t‘ li - litAviUi S^y. A nd ; McNaimra 

~ ‘‘ hc 1 ^ in town. _ If not iu town wo do 
..oi \v.\n: an aoimg secretary. 

_ . ; ** A ‘t 1 " 1 t ““" *• “ n S Cabinet will- .be at the airport 

C ~ Tl rin 2 me in his cheaper to the 



TON ;. A “°'£; er message. I called Jerry 3ehh about a White House ' 1 

''• r rr7*-*“ eC ““ B ‘ • t “ ere Will he- no White House Staff meeting tonight. It .i .* 
\v:li »e tomorrow. ° . ■ P ■ n 

•i , ; ’ . i ’■ (•_ 

• Z fJ*' c Y: «°. k * J LCt “* r *?® ai: y o;ir President wishes to meet ' ! 

! fll “ SscD l f t m * at ‘ the Wf * iM House on return from Andrews. Secondly ' , ' 

" tnare WiU oe no other meetings -- there will be a White Hbuse^Staff • . ■ ‘ L] 
meeting tomorrow on call. ‘ * “j 

CBiFTONt No. Ke wants to meet with the leadership about 7:30. . , j ' 

BUNDY; Right, does he wish us to arrange that?' ' ll 

H * ' Van , ts ^ ou to a - rral >ge Two meetings tonight -- McNamara 

**“® B<n»ay and tne leadership about 7:30. -i 

. 3 UNDY: Does he mean the Democratic leadership only? ' iji- 

C_*r iON: Bipartisan leadership and I'll give you some names. . 

Speaker of the House, Carl Albert, Hale Boggs, Leslie Arends, Mansfield, ' •! i ' 
.-.uapnrey, Smathers, Dirksen, Kuchel and Hickenlooper. 

iuXDY: About 7:30 at the White House. 

,■... 7:30 i" the Cabinet Roo m . 

■: , vrt .■ 

i S ^ JKDYlf TeU the Vice Resident that the Cabinet Room is under re- ; 

>' arrangement, but the Oval Room will be ready. 

CLIFTON: The Oval Room it will be. No, you mean the Fish RbbmT” * * 

BuNDY: I mean both the Fish Room and the President's Study, and we 
wi.i try to have the Cabinet Room, but that's a detail, we can work that 


CDIFiON: He. ooes not want to go into the mansion or' in' the Oval Room 
.or in t..e President's Office or the President's Study. So if the Cabinet ■' 
IvCxorr* isn t, ready, tnen put it in the Fish Room, • • 

3UXDY;::- I understand. Always in the .West Wing. ; ' ' ; . . 

Cmj i ON: Please tell Behn about the change so we don't confuse, it. 

BUNDY: AH right, I will. 

• CwIFTON: See you in a little while. ■ 





r-RESIDGNT jCHNSON: Mrs. Kennedy, I wish to God that there was 
something mat. I could say to you, and X want to tell you that we’re 
grieving with you. . , 



MR S . ndNXZDY: Thank you very much. Trial’s very nice. I know 
you loved Jack and he loved you. 

MRS. JOHNSON: ' If there is anything we can do — (Here Mrs. Kennedy 
and Mrs. Johnson are both trying to talk at the same time and the tape 
becomes almost inaudible. } 

MX5.S. KENNEDY: Thank you Dady Bird. Thank you Mr. President. 


■WARRIOR: That first meeting will be Bundy and McNamara only. . The 
President will meet with Rusk when he returns. It will probably be a 
different meeting. ■ ■, ■ 

WINNER: Ok. . . ’ . ■ " 


- MRS; JOHNSON: (To Mrs. Connally) -Can you hear me? The surgeon, 

speaking. about John was so reassuring. How. about it? 

MRS. CONNAL.LY: The surgeon that just got finished operating said 
that John is going to be all right unless something unforeseen happens. 

i PRESIDENT JOHNSON: I know that everything' s going to be all right. 

.. ■ ■■-.. ' ' '' 

IvIRS. JOHNSON: Yes, everythings going to be all right. . ' ’ 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON: God bless you, darling. : " rr”'-*”-— 

MRS. CONNADDY: The same to you. . . ’ 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON: A hug and a kiss from me. 
y. MRS. CONNAELY: Good luck. .’ } - : ' ' 


- 10 - 
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'■Z‘ £---■> formed Dallas that it was desired that 

? “* xoc ; 1 “ =•» isolated spot when you arrive here. ' However, 
10as clscussion with 3e ^ »* nothing about that was 
Present -“ la " 011 lhe S-o>-d here is to spot you in the 
“* ?1 U “ luss W&tcnman says now that this is not desired. 

TIGE^: I believe that they are parking in the regular place. Where 
° iQ you get tnut information from down in Dallas? ■ ' 

---.Nixa.B.: it was from the USAF Command Post agent there and I ‘ 
ne«.rd trom nm., that you had told him to do this. ' 

TIGER: We told him to look into that to see if the family had ordered ' 1 

:* We wore somg to ^cxxss it on the plane. Go ahead and park 

? lace " We steps in the right front of the aircraft, 

e " S b ° X V/ " U be orl the laft of ^ aircraft, and President Johnson . ' 

■.“i ce ?; ar * e 'f front « tn® aircraft. We need a fork-lift at the. rear" 
ox hiis aircraft. 


und6r stand. Have ail been carried out. We will continue 
. w-di^oie plan to spot you in the regular place There will be a ramp " • 
iuit tront, a ramp right front, a fork-lift left rear, the Press area . 
iront. *. ♦ •- 


Tne remainder of the tape is traffic between AF-1 and Andrews, checking 
on weather. ® 





